
Advent Reflection

This term, students have met in their Houses at our new St Bede’s Chapel for collective worship – it is very special 
to have a space in the centre of our school dedicated for worship and it is very much valued by the whole 

school community.

Through Advent, we have focused on the role of the donkey in some of the key moments in the Gospels: 
carrying the unborn Jesus with his parents to Bethlehem; enabling the holy family to escape the infant massacre, 
as refugees fleeing to Egypt; and leading Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem before his betrayal, trial and 
crucifixion.

The donkey seems a most unlikely creature to take such a pivotal role; unassuming, lowly and in many ways 
inadequate for the task.   This serves to remind us that God uses ordinary, imperfect and unglamourous 
characters to help share the good news.   We can be encouraged that we too, with all our obvious flaws and 
insecurities are called to serve God by loving others generously, as he loves us.

At St Bede’s Inter-Church School, staff have the privilege and joy to nurture the children in our care
and allow them to flourish.   Children who lack confidence and have low self-esteem can take a 

long time to discover their true potential.   At Christmas time, we are reminded once more that God
became incarnate to be like us and to be with us, patiently revealing the close relationship God 
wants with his children.   None of us are perfect but that can never separate us from God’s love, 
nor should it prevent us from serving him.   If the donkey was up to the task, so are we!

Wishing you all a very happy Christmas!



Year 7 Christmas Card Competition

Chizaram Ugwu 7G-MH

It has become a tradition at St Bede's for Year 7 students to design the 
official school Christmas card which is sent on behalf of the school 
community. The following designs all received prizes. Many 
congratulations to all the students who took part.

Sophie O'Hare 7G-MH



Year 7 Christmas Card Competition

Isaac Odier-Chessa 7C-LOSophie Head 7C-LO



Year 7 Christmas Card Competition

Hannah Park-Smith 7C-LONaomi Ong 7G-AH



Grand opening of the new Chapel and Music Block



The new Chapel and Music Block were officially blessed and 

dedicated by Bishop Peter, from the Roman Catholic Diocese 

of East Anglia and Bishop Sam, the Anglican Bishop of 

Stockport, on Wednesday 17th September



The new Chapel 

Chaplaincy reps, musicians and senior students attended the service, along with 

governors and visitors. Bishop Sam was himself a student at St Bede’s and it was 

during his time here that the school became an Inter-Church school. As he 

expressed hopes for the future, he shared memories from the past and helped us 

to reflect more deeply on the enduring symbols of our school identity in our 

badge and motto. Both bishops sprinkled our new buildings (and the people 

within!) with holy water as they prayed for God’s blessing on these facilities and 

the learning and discipleship which will take place within them.



Year 10 Pupils: Printmaking Workshop

Add text here



Year 10 Pupils: Printmaking Workshop

On 6th November, we were delighted to 
welcome Curwin Press to our school for a full 
day of specialist printmaking with our 
talented Year 10 Art & Design pupils. The 
workshop offered students opportunity to 
immerse themselves in two traditional 
printmaking techniques: dry-point engraving 
and collagraph printing. They developed 
their own plates from portrait drawing 
completed in lessons. The atmosphere was 
one of focus, creativity, and genuine 
excitement as pupils saw their drawings 
come to life through the printing press.

Pupils produced very skilled and visually 
striking prints & the course co-ordinators 
were thoroughly impressed by the standard 
of work.

The prints will now be submitted as part of 
the pupils GCSE coursework portfolios.

It was an inspiring day for all involved, and 
we look forward to inviting Curwin Press to St 
Bede’s again.



Textiles News

Congratulations to Hannah Ginger 

who is a runner up in the Cambridge Arts Theatre’s 

Design the Dame’s Dress competition!

Hannah’s design captured the essence of the Dame, really showing 

understanding of the character and her over-the-top style. Representatives  of 

the theatre said that they loved Hannah’s creativity, bright colours, pots and pans 

and roller skates and felt it really represented their larger-than-life Panto Dame! 

We are looking forward to seeing Hannah’s design work printed in the souvenir 

brochure of Sleeping Beauty this Christmas season. 

Well done Hannah! 

Crochet Help Needed! 
Thank you to all  from our school community who have 

contributed to our summer Crochet Flower Drive, we really 

appreciate your hardwork and creativity. 

We are building a flower wall display for a secret spring 

project, please bring in your crochet contributions if able. 

HOW TO: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TkKRiQOTYNY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TkKRiQOTYNY


Library News December 2025

 A total of 3937 books have been loaned so far this term!

 We have celebrated, Hobbit Day, Harry Potter Book Day, National Poetry Day, Black History month, 

World Mental Health Day, Anti-Bullying Week, Empathy Action Month, Non-Fiction November, and 

Jane Austin's Birthday.

 We hosted a book fair during the first week of December – thank you to everyone who supported 

that.

 Six students from year 7 have joined our fabulous team of student librarians and are proving to be 

very hard working and enthusiastic. A big thank you to all the student librarians for helping make 

the library such a fantastic space!



Library News December 2025

 The Library Challenge during the first half term was 

to match the book to the teacher, which proved to 

be popular. This half term's library challenge will be 

announced soon....check on the school website for 

more details.

 Have a wonderful Christmas!



Happy Christmas and thanks from the Special 

Educational Needs/Inclusion Department

We would like to thank all our pupils and parents involved with our department for their help and 

kindness in working with us to make inclusion at St Bede’s increasingly meaningful. 

We very much want to continue our work to see families’ needs contextually, so that we can work 

together to meet, not just the needs of our pupils, but also support wider neurodiversity within families 

and your access to services. 

Of special mention are the parents who support us with their working knowledge of wonderful support 

services like PinPoint in Cambridge, of the Virtual School and to the many Christian organisations who 

will go above and beyond to support other families in accessing SEND services. 

We would also like to extend our gratitude to those external professionals who have co-produced with 

us wrap-around support for families and children. We would like to express our gratitude to child 

paediatrician Dr Alison Sansome of the Peacock Centre, the wonderful teams at A Learning Place, 

Romsey Mill and TLC, the paediatrician team of surgeons, physiotherapists and occupational 

therapists at Addenbrookes, to Alex James-Best, Speech and Language Therapist, to Revd. Danny 

Driver of Christ the Redeemer, to Sarah Attle of Blue Smile, Becky Wilburn of The Acorn Project, Holly 

Hewerdine of Centre 33 and Ben Bradley from Cambridgeshire Music. Thanks are also due to the 

charities SMIRA and ADHDUK.



Geography – Year 7 Antarctic flag competition

As part of their Amazing Environments topic, Year 7 

students took part in the ‘UK Polar Network’s Antarctic 

Flag’ competition.  Students learned about 

Antarctica’s unique landscape and environment and 

then designed flags to represent this special continent.  

Two flags, created by Louise David (7P-JP) and Mila 

Thomson (7E-AH), were sent from St Bede’s and have 

arrived in Antarctica!  They were photographed by 

Andy Wrayford, a field co-ordinator at Rothera 

Research Station on the Antarctic Peninsula. 

Well done to all Year 7 students for their excellent 

effort in producing some very creative flags, and 

congratulations to Louise and Mila!
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Antarctica Day 2025  
This certificate is awarded to: St Bede’s Inter-Church School 

For designing inspirational flags “in the interests of all mankind!” 

 
Your flag travelled to Rothera Research Station 

Latitude 67°34’8” S 

Longitude 68°7’29” E 

Flag bearer Andy Wrayford, Field Co-ordinator 

 

 

Signed: Fiona Sheriff & Rose Edmondson  

Antarctic Flags Project Co-ordinators, on behalf of UKPN 

Mila Thomson

Louise David



Food Technology – Autumn Term

A very busy term creating tasty, well presented food. 

Learning how to prepare ingredients such as live mussels, 

honing knife skills and also showing a range of other 

culinary skills and demonstrating consideration of 

nutritional needs. 

The cake unit shows high levels of control to achieve 

aesthetic perfection and though not healthy are lovely for 

occasional treats 



Year 7 practical assessment had to show of a range of cutting and presentation skills to produce a 

salad dish. I know you will agree they look gorgeous.

Year 7 Fabulous Salads



Year 9 Cake unit
Year 9s have had a very busy term making a variety of cakes and practising

decorating techniques culminating in their own ‘Showstopper’ cake. Here is a small 

selection.



Year 10 Dishes

On a variety of 

themes



#Fish Hero Mussels
Flexing our “Mighty Mussels” again this  term… Thanks to #Fish Heroes -Food 

Teacher's Centre UK we were one of 200 schools to receive mussels from 

Offshore Shellfish. Here are the students enjoying the experience…



Lebkuchenhauswettbewerb

Competition 2025

1 st

Joint 2ndJoint 2nd

3rd 4th



Staff, parents and students turned out on a Saturday morning to plant 210 

fruiting saplings on the school site for future generations, for the  benefit of 

nature, to enhance the beauty of the site and to help provide a green lung 

for Cambridge. Very important for our role as guardians of God’s creation.

We finished by eating brunch together of soup and sandwiches. Thanks to 

all who participated.

Food for animals and birds



Tree Planting at St Bede's Inter-Church School on Saturday 6th December

Staff, students and parents volunteered to plant over 200 seedlings of native 

trees on the boundary of the school's playing fields. The trees were donated 

by The Woodland Trust and included sloe, hawthorn, hazel, dog rose, rowan 

and crab apple; all selected to provide valuable food sources for wildlife, as 

well as being highly ornamental.

Volunteers were treated to homemade soup and sandwiches organised by 

Miss Hope in appreciation of their hard work!



Humanities Faculty - History Department

Black History Month House Competition 
Well done to Year 9 students from Ephesus and Rome for jointly winning the most house points! The 

fantastic poster designs can be viewed in the Humanities corridor. 



Black History Month House Competition 

Excellent poster designs 

highlighting this year’s 

theme:

Standing firm in power and 

pride

Highlighting the profound 

contributions made 

by black people as 

leaders, activists or 

pioneers that have shaped 

history.



Well done to Year 8 students for their fantastic poster designs which can be 

viewed in the Humanities corridor. Year 8 have been learning about 
African Kingdoms and created these in connection with Black History 

Month.









U12 Football Tournament

The U12 boys participated in their first football tournament away at Bottisham on 27th November 

against 6 other schools with a dream, to win it all. We started against Netherhall, who we had 

previously lost to quite heavily a few weeks prior, so the boys were a little bit nervous. However, 

this didn’t show on the football pitch and St Bedes ran away with a 3-0 victory and won 

comfortably with Dawson in goal hardly being troubled. The team was absolutely buzzing, which 

led us perfectly into our next game against Bottisham (who had beaten us a week before). St 

Bedes took a deserved 1-0 lead and were pushing for a second, except Bottisham hit back and 

equalised with a few minutes to go, with the game finishing 1-1. Our next match was against 

Linton, thanks to a resolute performance from Mo, Tommy and Dawson the game ended 0-0 with 

nothing to separate the sides. We then faced Soham who were currently unbeaten, despite St 

Bedes creating good opportunities through Petros and Kavalli, Soham managed to score 2 quick 

goals and take a strong lead which then held for the rest of the match which finished 2-0. The 

boys were deflated and needed some motivation going into our last game against Sawston. The 

game was poised at 0-0, St Bedes knew that with a goal they could secure a strong finish and 

needed someone to step up with a touch of magic. Up steps Alex, who beautifully curled in a 

corner which managed to find the top corner and leaving the keeper with no chance. St Bedes 

held on until the end and won the game 1-0. St Bedes ended up finishing second in the league, 

they should feel very proud of themselves and represented the school admirably.



Girls Football

County Cup

 The U14 Girls Football Team delivered an outstanding performance, securing a 5–1 
victory over Neale Wade. This impressive win means the U14s are now through to the 
quarter-finals. 

 Looking ahead, the U16 Girls Team will be playing their quarter-final match against 
Abbey College in the New Year. 

District Cup 

 U14 Girls Team opened their campaign in style with an impressive 4-1 victory against 
Linton in the first round. Unfortunately, their journey came to an end in the next round 
with a tough away defeat to Bottisham. 

 The U16 Girls Football Team beat Swavesey Village College 5-3 in their quarter-final 
match on the 8th December and progress to the semi-final that will take place in 
January. 

Good luck to both teams, keep up the great work and continue making the school proud!



Year 11 District Netball Tournament 

The Year 11 Netball Team made an excellent start to the District Tournament, which was played in 

a round-robin format. The girls won their first five matches against Cottenham, Netherhall, Sawston

A, Sawston B and Impington, showing strong teamwork and consistency throughout. They then 

drew a closely contested match 4–4 against Chesterton.

The fixture against St Mary’s proved to be extremely tight, with the team narrowly losing by a single 

goal, 6–5. Another closely fought match followed against Swavesey, which ended in a 4–2 defeat.

Their strong performances across the tournament secured them an excellent second-place finish 

in the District Tournament, congratulations to the team.



Year 10 District Netball Tournament 

The Year 10 team competed against six schools in the group stage of the 
District Tournament and delivered an outstanding performance, winning all of 
their matches. Over the course of the group stage, they scored an impressive 
49 goals while conceding only 13.
The team progressed confidently to the semi-finals, where they faced 
Chesterton Village College in a much more challenging encounter. Trailing 4–
0 at half-time, the girls showed exceptional resilience and determination to 
level the score to 4–4 by full time. As per tournament rules, the match went 
into five minutes of extra time, during which the team held their nerve and 
secured a thrilling 7–5 victory.

The final against Comberton Village College proved to be another closely 
contested match, with little separating the two sides. Demonstrating excellent 
teamwork and composure, the girls edged a hard-fought 4–3 win to be 
crowned District Tournament champions.



Year 9A District Netball 

Tournament 

The Year 9A team had an excellent District
Tournament, scoring 36 goals in the group stage 
against NCA, Bassingbourn, Impington and Bottisham. 
Their only group loss was a tight 9–6 match against 
Impington.

They moved confidently into the semi-final, beating 
Swavesey 8–5, which set up a rematch with Impington
in the final. Despite great effort, they were defeated 
8–2.

Year 9A finished the day as District Tournament 
runners-up — a brilliant achievement and a 
testament to their teamwork and determination.



Year 9B District B Netball Tournament

The girls faced strong opposition in the District B Netball Tournament and performed with 
great skill and resilience throughout. They remained focused and determined in every 
match, demonstrating excellent teamwork and sportsmanship. The team secured 
convincing victories against Sawston (4–0), Comberton (5–2) and Chesterton (6–1), and 
although they were defeated 5–2 by Impington Village College, they showed 
commendable effort and perseverance throughout the game. 

Congratulations to the team who finished in 2nd Place in the District Tournament.



Year 8A District Netball 
Tournament

The Year 8A team put in a superb 
performance at the District Netball 
Tournament, competing in a tough group 
with Bottisham, Linton, Swavesey, 
Chesterton, Sawston and Impington. They 
played with great determination 
throughout, earning impressive wins over 
Linton, Chesterton and Swavesey, and 
drawing with the remaining teams.

Their strong results placed them joint 2nd in 
the group, narrowly missing out on 
progression on goal difference. Despite this, 
the girls should be extremely proud of their 
efforts — they went unbeaten all 
tournament and finished in 5th Place.



Year 8B Netball 

District Tournament 

The Year 8B team delivered an excellent 
performance at the District Netball 
Tournament, competing in a round robin 
against Comberton, Bottisham, Bassingbourn
and Swavesey. They started strongly, scoring 
an impressive 9 goals against Bottisham, and 
continued their momentum with solid wins 
over Comberton and Bassingbourn.

Their only loss came against a very strong 
Swavesey side, the eventual winners, in a 
competitive 3–1 match.

Finishing Runners-Up in the District B 
Tournament is a fantastic achievement, and 
the team should be proud of their hard work, 
improvement and team spirit throughout the 
tournament.



Year 7 Netball 

District Tournament 

The Year 7 Netball A Team performed superbly in the 

group stage of the District Netball Tournament, 

demonstrating excellent teamwork and determination 

throughout. They secured convincing victories against 

Cottenham V.C (6–0), Bottisham V.C (10–0), and 

Bassingbourn (6–2), as well as two strong wins over 

Bottisham V.C (5–0). In a closely contested match 

against Sawston V.C, the team showed great resilience 

to claim a narrow 6–5 victory.

The team progressed to the semi-final where they faced 

Impington V.C in an exciting and hard-fought game. 

Despite a strong performance, they were narrowly 

defeated 2–1. Overall, the Year 7 Netball A Team finished 

an impressive 3rd place in the District Tournament, a 

fantastic achievement.



U14 County Schools Netball Final

After finishing as runners-up in last year’s Year 8 

District Tournament, the U14 squad qualified for the 

County Schools Netball Final, held at The Perse 

School on 8th November. The competition featured 

two groups of six teams playing a full round robin.

In the group stage, the girls faced Impington, 

Kimbolton, Cromwell, Wisbech and Stephen Perse. 

Despite a couple of losses they produced a strong 7–

1 win over Cromwell and a hard-fought 7–7 draw 

with Wisbech meaning they went into the Plate 

competition, where they met Kings Ely, Witchford

and Abbey College.

They rose to the challenge brilliantly, producing an 

impressive 9–4 victory against Witchford followed by 

a confident 7–1 win over Abbey College, finishing 9th 

overall in the county.

A fantastic display of effort, resilience and teamwork 

from the whole squad.



U16 County Schools Netball Final
Our school is extremely proud of its long-standing tradition 

of netball success, with teams regularly qualifying for the 

County Schools Netball Finals, and this year was no 

exception. The team once again benefited from the 

invaluable support of Floria Marshall, whose coaching 

expertise, dedication and commitment continue to play 

a vital role in the development and success of our 

players. We are very grateful for her continued 

contribution to netball at the school.

This year’s County Finals proved to be a highly 

competitive tournament, featuring the top teams from 

across the county. In the opening stage of the 

competition, the team won two matches, drew one and 

narrowly lost two, which saw them qualify for the Plate 

Competition. In the final four matches, they continued to 

perform strongly, securing two wins and two losses. The 

girls played with great determination and skill throughout 

the tournament and finished an impressive third place in 

the Plate Competition.


