
 
 
 
“The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want.  He makes me lie down in green pastures, He leads me beside quiet 

waters” (Psalm 23) 
 
From the Headteacher 
I don’t know whether your holiday plans include any “quiet waters”, but whatever you are doing, I hope that you will 
enjoy a peaceful and joyful break. It has been a long and productive year, starting with the opening of our new 
buildings, moving through the trials of heavy snow, to the hard work of GCSEs and the eventual departure of our 
Year 11’s, whose brilliantly-organised Prom was a credit to all involved. One of the major projects of this year was 
the Kirkland Rowell survey which many took part in during May. I have summarised the main findings later in this 
newsletter, and I would like to thank all who completed the survey and gave us so much valuable information about 
the state of our school. 
 
Following a staff training session run by Rev Michael Goater, one of our Anglican Foundation Governors, we have 
refined and restated the values that underpin our vision for St Bede’s as an outstanding Christian school. These 
values have been summarised by Rev Goater in a beautiful reflection on Christian hospitality that I invite you to 
read on our website. This is a key text, reminding us of our distinctiveness and providing the foundation of the 
excellence that we aspire to academically, pastorally and spiritually. 
 
I do not have the room to thank individually everyone who has made this year so successful, but collectively my 
gratitude goes to all of my colleagues, the PTFA, the two Dioceses and all those who have come into school to help 
our students, in whatever capacity that may have been. Lastly I would like to thank you parents for your continuing 
support, without which we could not carry out our mission. 
 
Summary of Kirkland Rowell Survey Findings July 201 0  
It is good to report that the vast majority of students, parents and staff value St Bede’s highly and feel that it is 
improving. 
The evaluation of our performance correlated closely with our own self-evaluation and so some of the issues raised 
are already part of our plans for the coming year. 
 
The areas particularly singled out for praise were:  
 

·  Supportive ethos 
·  Caring attitude of the staff 
·  RE 
·  Facilities 
·  SEN provision 
·  Celebrating achievement 
·  Developing moral values 

 

Areas that need developing included: 
 

·  Consistency of homework 
·  Teaching quality in some areas 
·  Promoting healthy lifestyle 
·  Facilitating community involvement 
·  PSHE 

 

There were many helpful comments submitted by all three groups of respondents, but it was interesting to note that 
some of the concerns raised by several individuals were not reflected in the overall responses from the whole 
community. This does not mean we do not take such comments seriously, however; we will do our best to address 
as many as we can. 
 
Actions that have already been put in place: 
 

·  Our PSHE programme has been redesigned for next year. 
·  We are launching our Outreach programme to improve the quality and frequency of our engagement with 

our communities, especially here in Cambridge. 
·  We have in place a comprehensive staff development programme for 2010-11 focusing on improving 

teaching quality 
 
This last point is a key one for St Bede’s. All three groups had teaching quality as the most important priority for the 
school. We achieve results that are significantly above the national performance of similar schools each year, but 
our goal is more than just outstanding exam results. We all know that, vital though exam results are, the education 
of our children is about far more than just grades. As professionals, we must keep challenging ourselves to improve, 
and as parents we would ask for your support in raising the aspirations of our students. What I have also said to our 
students is that they play a central role in enabling teaching to improve. Classes will only see the best that their 
teachers can do if they allow them to teach: this means students must take responsibility for their own effort and 
behaviour and work in partnership with teachers. It is not enough to be passive consumers and critics, each student 
must play an active part in their own learning. 
 
Armed with this valuable information, I look forward to the academic year 2010-11 and the further improvements we 
can all make together to St Bede’s. 
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Carnegie Shadowing Reading Group 
Once again our Carnegie Shadowing group enjoyed weeks of intensive reading and lively 
debate as we shadowed the prestigious Carnegie Medal from the day of the shortlist 
announcement in April to the announcement of the winning book on 24th June.  Thirty-five 
students from Years 7 to 10 read the eight shortlisted titles, and met once a week in the 
Resource Centre to debate the merits of the books against a set of judging criteria, such as 
quality of plot, characterisation and writing style. 
 
Ten students had the privilege of joining with other school groups at Bassingbourn Village College for the 
celebration day on 24th June, while the rest of the group enjoyed two modules off timetable to test their knowledge 
of the books through quizzes and discussion, aided by the traditional treat of bowls of jelly babies!   “Rowan the 
Strange” by Julie Hearn was voted by our students as their top choice, closely followed by  “Fever Crumb” by Phillip 
Reeve and  “Nation”  by Terry Pratchett.  The Carnegie Medal this year was awarded to “The Graveyard Book” by 
Neil Gaiman.  Some student comments below: 

  
“I think the shadowing process is brilliant, it’s so much fun and a chance to read 

amazing books. I enjoyed standing up for the books I liked and listening to others 
opinions.” 

 
“It was a fun experience and a wild journey of which I was happy to be a part of. I 

loved the jelly babies. “I’ll be back next year!” 
 

“It was good to interact with people from different year groups. I think that there should be longer sessions, more 
jelly babies and cakes!” 

 
Specialism Update 
In the first week of June 103 Year 9 students accompanied by 9 staff spent a week in Holland and Belgium 
focussing on young peoples’ experiences of war. Students spent two days in Belgium looking at the experiences of 
soldiers during World War 1 and two days in Holland with a day in Amsterdam.  
There were a number of highlights to the visit. Two students – Elizabeth Back and Kieran Moran - laid a wreath at 
the Menin Gate as part of the Last Post ceremony. Students walked through the trenches to discover what it would 
have been like going to the frontline. Our own service at Tyne Cot where students led prayers and shared their 
reflections and thoughts was very moving, as was seeing all of the students writing their own personal message on 
a cross of remembrance and leaving it as a memorial. Students were inspired by their visit to the Anne Frank house 
and a realisation of how her experiences can still affect us today. Students also enjoyed visits to windmills, cheese 
and clog factories and a chocolate factory. 
 
In the last couple of weeks 97 Year 8 students accompanied by 9 staff made a 4 day visit to Liverpool to look at the 
diversity and regeneration of this famous city. Students were inspired by their visits 
to both the Anglican and Catholic Cathedrals and absorbed by their visits to 
Princes Road synagogue and Al-Rahma mosque. The experience of being able to 
ask questions directly to representatives of both of these religions and have them 
answered honestly and with humour was highly beneficial, The emphasis put by all 
of the faiths on the respect each has for the other and the need to, and the benefits 
of them, working together also came across strongly to everyone. Highlights for 
most were the visits to the Beatles Story learning about the Fab Four, a tour of 
Anfield stadium and a ride on the Liverpool wheel – just like the London Eye. 
 
Our main enrichment event of the term was the Key Stage 3 Humanities Day on 
Friday 2nd July. Entitled ‘Building Bridges not Walls’ the focus was on the importance of tolerance within, and an 
understanding of the diversity of, communities. Events and activities were themed around the Middle East. The day 
was introduced by Sue Ward, the RE Advisor for Cambridgeshire, who gave a thought provoking presentation. 
Students then worked in different groups on a variety of tasks. They looked at the life and work of our partner school 

on the West Bank using ICT, they were introduced to some basic Hebrew and 
Arabic by post-graduate students from the University of Cambridge. They tried 
some Arabic drumming, dance or story telling in Arts workshops and then 
reflected on what this meant to them personally in RE led workshops. At the 
end, groups of students demonstrated what they had learnt to everyone who 
had been involved in the day. A big thank you goes to all staff who helped 
organise/ supervise events throughout the day. 
 

Our main community event of the term was the Year 5 Humanities Day on Wednesday 30th June. 190 students from 
6 local schools attended this event – our largest number ever. This took the same theme as the KS3 Humanities 
Day - ‘Building Bridges not Walls’  - and the same focus, but events and activities were altered to meet the needs of 
these students. Throughout the day they were looked after by a team of Yr 9 students who were viewed as 
excellent ambassadors for the school. Feedback has been very positive with comments on the warmth and inviting 



nature of the school and the politeness and friendliness of older students to younger ones. All expressed a desire to 
participate in such an activity again. Again many thanks to all staff who helped make the day happen. 
 
The worship band and the junior choir have both successfully completed their 
programme of visits to our partner primary schools this term and again the feedback 
has been excellent. Many thanks to Pippa Bell, Bob Chappell and Suzanne Barton for 

the work they have put in to make these events a 
success. 
 
As a result of last term’s Year 7 Fairtrade work, one of 
the snack ideas generated by the students was 
entered in the national competition. The team from St Bede’s won the competition 
and on 20th July all of Year 7 had the opportunity to follow up this work with 
Tradecraft and well as the Year 7’s receiving their prizes. 
 
 

 
Maths  
On Friday 18th June Year 9 met Enigma!!  The day was about Codes in a historical context initially and then different 
types of codes. In the first hour, the whole of Year 9 was in the Hall for the introductory session taken by James 
Grime from the Millennium project at the University. Taking this day into schools is a major part of his work and he 
goes to two or three schools a week. He was just back from Hong Kong where a school had paid for him to go all 
the way out there to deliver the day!! He was brilliant in the Hall with Year 9 – you could have heard a pin drop!  
 
Students asked and answered questions and we all enjoyed it. Seeing a real Enigma machine ‘in the flesh’ was a 
privilege.  Mr Grime explained how it worked and why its design was so clever and the messages so difficult to 
crack. We heard about the work at Bletchley Park and GCHQ and he pointed out that code cracking is a job still 
done today and still vital.  
During the rest of the day every student attended a workshop where they used the skills learnt in the morning to 
crack different codes for themselves.  All four workshop sessions of an hour each had a good working atmosphere. 
There was a real ‘buzz’ in the year group and feedback from students was very positive.  James was very 
complimentary about our students who proved themselves to be great ambassadors for the school. 
 
Our Year 8’s Thinking Skills Day takes place this week. Every student will attend a 90 minute workshop in the Gym 
where they will be challenged to work in teams and solve as many puzzles and problems as they can. It should be 
very lively and interesting and I am sure Year 8 will have a great time. 
 
From January to May we ran a weekly after school class for able Year 11s, for those focusing on achieving an A* 
but also for those planning to study Maths A level. The curriculum for the group was aimed to bridge the gap 
between GCSE and A level, and the idea originally came from a few past students who suggested it would be a 
good idea. We sent out a questionnaire to students afterwards and all the feedback on this was very positive. 
 
We have continued to run our usual range of extra activities such as our once a term G&T Saturday Maths club and 
lots of revision classes for Year 11 groups after school over the last two terms. My thanks to my staff without whom 
a lot of this could not have taken place. 
 
Intermediate Maths Challenge 
Last term saw our 'Intermediate' mathematicians participate in the Intermediate Maths Challenge. This term it was 
the turn of our year 7's and 8's.  Thirty-six pupils took part, twenty-five of whom were awarded certificates, which is 
a fantastic achievement.�� Congratulations go to Esther Leonard, who not only received the 'best score in St Bede's' 
and a Gold certificate, but was also invited to participate in the next round, the Junior Maths Olympiad.  No mean 
feat! Our other Gold certificate award winners were:  
 
George Darroch   Stephan Gaiser-Porter  Thomas Miller      Rachel Crook  
�
Silver certificates were awarded to: 
 
Joshua Mounteney        Esther Womack    Samuel Somers-Heslam Martha Evans 
Joshua Wilcock        Abigail Crook  
�
Bronze certificate winners were: 
 
Joanna Cooper    Eliza Asare Parbi  Tom Hands  Annabel McKenzie  
Alexander Ashdjian   Laurence Nisbet   Bethany Elwood  Jack Williams  
Patrick Brighty    Joshua Wilson,    Izabella Perera   Patrick Collins  
Dominic Bennett   Cliodhna Campbell.�
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Physics at Work 
This year, we hope to take 45 students to the Physics at Work Exhibition in Cambridge.  The primary aim of this 
exhibition is to stimulate interest and encourage wider participation in physics amongst 14-16 year olds by 
showcasing the many and varied ways in which physics is used in the real everyday world, and spread the 
excitement of modern physics research to students who will soon be making career and exam choices. 
  
Initially, the attendance at this event will be by invitation to triple science students, but if places remain available 
they will be offered to other science students.  
 
Worship Band 
This has been an exciting and encouraging year for us.  We have seen many new faces join us bringing both fresh 
voices and a variety of instruments. The quality of the music that we have produced has gone from strength to 
strength.  However our focus has not been on performance but rather in leading worship.  As well as taking part in 
the dedication service for the new buildings, the School Carol Service and various special assemblies in School, we 
have visited several of our feeder primary schools where our students have presented assemblies containing 
songs, readings, prayers and drama.  They themselves have taken much of the responsibility for this.  Not only 
have they been ambassadors for the School, they have been excellent ambassadors for Christ and the Gospel.   
It has been a real privilege to work with the group, and we look forward to next year with anticipation. 
 
Design Technology News 

We are thrilled to announce that Navina Rajan, a talented Year 10 
student, has won the first prize in a national (and prestigious) 
fashion competition.  Navina entered the ‘Your Label 2010’ 
competition promoted by the BBC Blast website, which aims to 

inspire and motivate young people to develop their creative talents. To enter the competition, students had to 
design six different outfits inspired by the Victoria and Albert Online Museum, looking at the work in ceramics or the 
Japanese or Medieval collections.  Navina decided to use the ceramics in the V&A and she designed mood boards 
with drawings and fabric samples to show her originality and creative flair.  
 
Over 300 groups and many individuals entered, but Navina’s designs were considered to be the best.  She now has 
the summer to produce some decorated silk fabrics ready to be made up into garments, which will be shown on the 
catwalk at the London Fashion Week!  Well done Navina!  
 
 
 
 



 
Year 10 Visit to Clothes Show at Earls Court. 
At the end of June, six students from the GCSE Textiles class went to London to see the 2010 
Clothes Show at Earls Court, London. The theme of the catwalk show was ‘Fashion Capitals of 
the World’ which showcased fashion from Japan, America, Italy, France and of course the UK!.  
There was a lot to see including makeovers, the latest products and styles, 
fashion colleges promoting their courses, London Museum of Fashion and 
many stands showing vintage clothing. The students made good use of all 
the freebies on offer, with many visits past the Kit Kat display for free 
chocolate!  
 
 
Expressive Arts News   
 
Art 
The Art and Design Department entered some students’ artwork into the 2010 National Students’ Art Exhibition 
competition, being held in July at the Mall Galleries, London. The competition is in conjunction with ‘The Dover 
Federation for the Arts’. Six pieces of work (from five students) were submitted. The framed, mixed media pieces of 
work were based on the titles of ‘Image and Text’, and ‘Reconstructed Still Life’. Two students received highly 
commended certificates, with students’ being awarded the honour of exhibiting their work at the prestigious Mall 
Galleries in London.  
 
The four fortunate students will have their work exhibited alongside the work from members of the Royal Society of 
British Artist. These students will then be given the accolade of ‘Student Members of the Royal Society of British 
Artists’, which will be a lovely addition to their CV’s. Congratulations!  The students who were successful are as 
follows: 
 
Anna Hand (Highly Commended)    Alice Bridges (Highly Commended) 
Anna Hands (Work selected for Exhibition)   Josephine Gaynord (Work selected for Exhibition) 
Amber Ramans-Harborough (Work selected for Exhibition) Sophie Shelley (Work selected for Exhibition) 
 
Music 
In May, the Chamber Choir took part in a concert of Songs of Sanctuary by Karl Jenkins. 
Over 150 people took part, including five other schools, a visiting German choir and an 

orchestra. The students enjoyed being part of such a big event and 
relished the opportunity to improve their score reading skills!   
 
The annual summer concert took place a few weeks ago in June and was 
a huge success. With over 100 students from all year groups performing, 
we were able to see the huge variety of talent we have at St Bede’s.  
 
Two of our Year 9 students, Aaron Grimwood and Charlie Gladman, were 
asked to take part in a prestigious percussion ensemble earlier this term 
called ‘Striking Together’. They have performed at several venues, 
including the Birmingham Conservatoire, as well as to the London Olympics spokesperson, 

Sebastian Coe. They are hoping to play in the opening ceremony of the 2012 London Olympics. Congratulations! 
 
Drama 
With our biggest ever cohort of Year 11 Drama students now gone and the summer holidays almost in sight, you 
could perhaps be forgiven for thinking that the final half-term of the year might see a winding-down of activities in 
the Drama department, for whom it has already been such a richly diverse and busy year. On the contrary however, 
this half-term saw us continue to expand our students' minds and horizons with two lively and very innovative 
theatrical performances. 
  

For the Year 9's, a group of students were invited to take part in METIS Th  eatre's '3rd 
Ring Out' , set rather uniquely in two shipping containers housed on Parker's Piece. 
The play, subtitled 'Rehearsing the Future', pitted the audience 
of each container against each other in planning and making 
decisions to safeguard a Cambridge of the year 2030, where 
extreme climate change had led to civil unrest and rioting. 
During the performance, the audience were regularly asked to 
vote on which choices to accept, their decisions then informing 

how the rest of the play subsequently panned out. As one student remarked at the end as 
they emerged from their darkened container into the blinding light of Parker's Piece, 'Sir, that 
was the most bizarre, bonkers and brilliant thing I've ever seen - can we do it again, please?' 
  



Elsewhere in June, the Drama, Music and Art departments all joined up to take a group of 35 Year 10 students on 
an Arts expedition to London. Highlights of the day were a visit to Tate Modern, a performance of the West End hit 
'The 39 Steps', and the skilful navigation of a crippled London underground system by Mr Gardner. All in all, the day 
was a fantastic way to end the year, and with further trips, artists, performances and collaborations already lined up 
for 2010/11, the future of the Arts here at St Bede's looks very bright indeed. 
 
 
Gifted and Talented 
On the 5th July, the Gifted and Talented Science group travelled to Thurston Community College for a Science 

decathlon event.  The day was enjoyed by all and included making a dragster and 
having an origami race.  The top two groups took part in a woodpecker race, and 
then made a presentation to the rest of the groups.  They too enjoyed a rather 
thrilling presentation by the ambassador of Institute of Physics, which included 
blowing up two balloons filled with hydrogen and optical illusions.  Some of our 
students said: 
 
“I really enjoyed the presentation because I found it very 
interesting and the ambassador moved around a lot and 
kept us interested. …the presentation included things such 
as fire tornados and coloured flames. The day was fun 

overall, and I would recommend running something like that again”.  J Campbell  
 
“There were 10 different fun and unusual experiments that we don’t get to do in school. 
…the IOP ambassador showed us many cool things that you might never see again!  I 
found it very fun to watch and listen to, and I enjoyed it very much. It was a great experience!”  S Leung   
 
 
Charities  
We’ve been really busy this year raising money for local, national and international charities suggested by the 
students. A summary is given below: 
 
Event  Amount raised  Charity  
   
750 Narcissus bulbs planted £150 Myaesthenia Gravis 
Shoe boxes collected and sent to Belarus 118 Samaritan’s Purse – Operation Christmas Child 
Tombola/Coins around Pudsey/Book Stall £383.37 BBC Children in Need 
‘Big Sing’ – Christmas Carol Service £399.97 Christian Aid 
Haiti Appeal £848 People of Haiti 
Cumbrian Flood Appeal £28.55 Rotary Club of Keswick and Cockermouth 
Own Clothes Day £550 Link School in Palestine 
Teachers’ Tea Party £50 Teacher Support Network 
‘Run a Mile’ £310 Sports Relief 
ShineGirl Course £50 donation C3 Community Church 
Own Clothes Day £400 Arthritis Care – Sarah Outen visited 
Beat the Goalie £51 Arthur Rank Hospice 

Charities Morning £900 
We added £100 and sent £250 each to: Camread, 
MAGPAS, Romsey Mill and St Martin’s Day Care 
Centre 

 
 

There were also other events held during the year by individuals or form groups and we feel 
very proud of all we’ve achieved.  We already have plans for next year and a long list of 
possible charities to support.  If you feel you could help in any way – with suggestions for 
events, prizes or maybe contacts, please contact Mrs Richardson.   
 
Sports News 
 
Athletics 
Our busy season of training and fixtures culminated in the Olympic Cup at the University Athletics Track, 
Wilberforce Road, on 23rd June. It was an extremely hot day, but over 70 St Bede’s students from Year 7 to Year 10 
were determined to win the cup again. 
 
All the boys and girls each gave 100% in every event. There were some outstanding individual and team 
performances with all the students aware that every point counted!  The following teams were placed as follows in 
their age and gender category: 
 
Year 7 Boys 1st   Year 8 Boys 1st    Year 9 Boys 2nd   Year 10 Boys 2nd 
Year 7 Girls 4th    Year 8 Girls 3rd   Year 9 Girls 2nd   Year 10 Girls 3rd 



 
We knew it would be close but we didn’t know how close. When all the points were added together, St Bedes 
narrowly won the Cup! We scored a total was of 709 our highest score ever. Swavesey finished second with 707. It 
was a tremendous effort and all the students should be congratulated for their hard work, commitment and 
achievement.  
 
Olympic Cup athletics Squad 
 
Year 7   Year 8    Year 9   Year 10 
Patrick Collins  Dan Collinson   Will Taylor  Max Larkinson 
Nathan Monck  Henry Parker   Patrick Hopper  Joseph Wood 
Harry Taylor  Cranz De La Cruz  Dom Gowland  Daniel Osei 
Josh Wilson  David Osei   Patrick Chindo  Ben Maio 
Luke Young  Ian Donald   Jesse Morris  Kevin Nall 
C J Lewis  Tom Hands   Callum Pratt  Tim Alazawie 
Reuben Tooth  Abai Edmund   James Sanford  Greg Opalinski 
James Freeman Conor Rogan   Chris Protacio  Tom Szalai 
Josh Wilcox  Sam Somers-Heslam  Matt Banks  Jack Cox 
Lily Matthews  Chris Cordero   Suzanne Owen  Jenny Cooper 
Philippa Witherspoon Jo Cooper   Jo Chukualim  Tiffini Steel 
Ciorstaidh Montgomery Catherine Owen  Imogen Sewell  Clemency Neville 
Charis Taylor  Ciara Collins   Catherine Henderson Sophie-Elise Anker 
Natasha Sterecki Annabel McKenzie  Alice Taylor  Hannah Springall 
Sarah Barnes  Zoe Higgins   Eilish Duignan  Naomi Baguley 
Issy Ashby  Ayesha Ping   Anna Goggin  Alex Gooch 
Charlotte Laws  Beth Catchpool   Olivia Turner  Lara Knight 
       Rebecca Morris  Erika Gutierrez 
 
Rounders 
Rounders club has been very popular this term with many students from the lower school attending.  All the girls 
have been improving their skills and tactical understanding in lessons, and this has proved beneficial in all our 
matches.  In the lead up to the tournaments, the girls committed themselves to extra training sessions and there 
was a real belief that at as a school we could do very well. 
 
District Tournament Results - U15 District Tournament 
The girls did extremely well in the group stages of the tournament, losing only one match.  In the semi-final, the girls 
played against The Perse, this was a tough match and, although the girls batted and fielded very well, they lost by 2 
rounders.  Congratulations to the girls who played.  The final result: 3rd Place. 
 
District Tournament Results - U14 District Tournament 
The A Team girls were outstanding in the group stage of the tournament, beating all the teams convincingly to 
become group winners.  In the final, the girls played against Melbourn VC and once again the girls batted and 
fielded very well and were too strong for the Melbourn team. The girls won by 5 rounders.  Final Result: District 
Champions. 
 
The Year 9 B Team took part in the District B Team Tournament; they showed great team spirit and skill.  They 
played well in all their matches and won the tournament. Congratulations to all the girls who played in the team. 
Final Result:  District B Team Champions. 
 
U13 District Tournament 
The U13 Team remained undefeated in the tournament winning four matches and drawing one.  Unfortunately, the 
draw meant that the girls could only reach the 5th / 6th play-off.  The girls won the play-off and came fifth in the 
tournament.  Congratulations to the whole team.  Final Result:  5th Place district Tournament 
 
Tennis 
We’ve had a number of tennis fixtures this term. Most of them have been in the Year 7 / 8 boys Aegon Team Tennis 
Tournament. The tennis played has been to an exceptionally high standard. They have had impressive wins over 
Swavesey VC, Jack Hunt School and Kings School from Peterborough, without dropping a set. They won the 
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough league and are the County Champions and qualify for the regionals. Squad:  
 
Josh Wilson   John Taylor   Tom Hands   Henry Parker   Matt Daines 
 
We wish them well in September when they enter the regional knockout rounds. 
 
Cricket 
The Year 7 boys have put in a lot of hard work in training to get up to the standard required to be competitive in this 
summer’s cricket tournament. In the preliminary qualification round the team narrowly lost their first game against 



Neale Wade by 1 run and needed a victory over Melbourn VC to progress to the finals day at Fenners Cricket 
Ground. Expecting a tight and nervous game, it was a nice surprise to see the boys ease to victory by an innings 
with an impressive display from the bowling attack. 
 
At the County Finals Day, St Bede's was handed a difficult opening encounter against a Soham VC team laden with 
County and District players. However, after the first innings St Bede's were ahead by a small margin after another 
impressive bowling display which frustrated the Soham batsmen. The second innings proved too much for the boys, 
and Soham showed their true class, bowling with pace and accuracy and batting with confidence and conviction. 
Soham won by 5 runs, but it was St Bede's best performance of the season. 
 
Next up was Neale Wade, a re-match that St Bede's were relishing. Again, after the first innings St Bede's were 
ahead with a good batting display but indiscipline in the field and an inconsistency in line and length from the 
bowlers handed Neale Wade victory with extras the decisive factor. 
 
St Bede's finally seized victory in their third game with a compelling win over Cromwell Community College. Man of 
the Series, Matthew Daines, proved once again that consistency in line and length will restrict the opponents’ run 
rate and anything full and straight will inevitably result in wickets in this shorter format of the game.  
 
The team eventually finished 4th in the County, a commendable achievement considering half the team had little or 
no experience of playing cricket before the start of the season. A big well done to all and another fantastic 
achievement for the Year 7 boys. 
 
The Year 8 team had started the season off in impressive fashion, finishing unbeaten in the preliminary qualification 
round at Parker's Piece. They rounded off the competition by knocking out the reigning champions Impington VC 
who had beaten them in the final in 2009.  
 
They entered the finals day in high spirits and felt confident that this could be their year. After the group stages were 
announced it became apparent that the best 3 teams in the competition had all been drawn in one group and the 3 
weaker teams in the other group. Luck or a misguided judgment from the organisers, only the top two would go 
through. All three teams were filled with experience including District and County players and the standard of cricket 
was very impressive. St Bede's played Sawston VC first and both teams scored over 100 runs each in their 8 overs 
with an abundance of 4s and 6s. St Bede's were confident they had secured victory but once the final scores were 
calculated the umpires thought differently and the match was drawn. A great game!!!  
 
Up next was Linton VC and only a win would suffice. Another close game followed, but losing Captain Ian Donald 
early on increased the pressure. Even with some big Freddie Nickolds sixes clearing the buildings past the 
boundary, it was not quite enough and the team just missed out by 3 runs. The group was only decided by a couple 
of runs and although it was hard to take, the year 8 boys were knocked out. Unsurprisingly, the two teams that 
shared their group both won their semi-finals and met again in the final where Linton VC took the County title. 
 
Year 7 
 
CJ Lewis 
James Freeman 
Jordan Brown 
Josh Wilson 
John Taylor 
Harry Taylor 
Vineeth Joseph 
Matthew Daines 
Patrick Collins 
Michael Munnelly 

 Year 8 
 
Ian Donald 
Freddie Nickolds 
Toby Fordham 
Michael Torode 
Connor Campbell 
Dan Collinson 
Ted Hudges 
Patrick Maund 
Alexander Ashdjian 

 
Girls’ Cricket  
It’s been a great season for our girls’ cricket teams. Both Year 7, 8 and 9 got through to the district finals held at 
Fenners Cricket ground in Cambridge on the 13th July. The Year 9’s were looking to defend their position as winners 
of the district last year and the Year 7’s were slightly nervous, yet excited about their first cricket match. 
 
The Year 7’s played some very convincing matches against Linton and Neale Wade (who were a yr 8 team) and 
finished runners up in the tournament.  
 
The Year 8’s played some very high scoring matches. They beat Linton by 70-30 runs and Impington 130-61 runs 
meaning they won their group and qualified for the semi finals. They faced Neale Wade in the semi’s but saw them 
off convincingly by 111-67. The girls played a hard fought final but lost out by a few runs. They achieved runners up 
in the district so well done to them. 
 



The Year 9’s went into the competition hoping to remain district winners. Their tournament followed a league style 
and so they played Linton and Neale Wade twice. They had some convincing wins, beating Neale Wade 84-31 and 
Linton 91-62 in their first games.  Unfortunately the opposition came back strong in the second games and all teams 
finished on 2 wins each. This meant the league went down to who scored the most runs. Unfortunately we lost out 
by a few runs to Linton so our Year 9 girls came runners up. 
Over all, the entire tournament was a great success for St Bede’s and we brought home 3 runners up trophies for 
our cabinet.  Congratulations must go to the following girls: 
 
Year 7                                       Year 8    Year 9 
  
Charlotte Lawes   Catherine Owen (C)  Jess Brightwell 
Issy Ashby    Frankie Ashby   Sophie Nottage 
Anna Jose    Emma Blickem   Imogen Sewell 
Lilly Matthews (C)   Bella Spilsbury   Alice Taylor 
Philippa Witherspoon   Zoe Higgins   Catherine Henderson (C) 
Caitlin Shevlin    Ciara Collins   Lucy Riches 
Nissi Rajan    Georgia Cummings  Anna Goggin 
Miriam Beattie    Ayesha Ping   Olivia Turner 
Ellie Beech        Katie Spilsbury 
         Rebecca Morris 
Representational  Honours 
 
Athletics 
Congratulations go to Ali Henderson (High Jump), Josh Catchpool (Triple jump) and Olivia Turner (Shot & Discus) 
who were selected and represented the District at the County Athletics. Ali did so well he went on to represent the 
County at the regional Athletics Tournament where he finished 3rd. 
 
Basketball 
Cranz Dela Cruz and Tom Knight were selected and represented U13 Cambridgeshire Basketball team which took 
part in a regional tournament. Cranz did exceptionally well and was invited to join the east region Basketball Squad. 
 
Football Freestyle 
Brandon Hawksley, Year 11, entered the Sony Playstation European Football Freestyle compettion and qualified to 
take part in the finals in Madrid. Not only did he see the Champions League Final live but he won the over 16’s 
category. An amazing achievement, due to dedication, practice and no little skill. If you haven’t seen Brandon’s 
Freestyling,  you will be able to find him on Youtube. Prepare to be amazed! 
 
Chaplaincy 
 
Year 8 Reflection Day 
This year’s day was assisted by guests from YFC and Engage Worship (www.engageworship.org). We started the 
day with a Eucharist in the hall with music and activities led by Engage Worship. Looking at the idea of life as a 
journey, students were encouraged to decide what principles they want to live by for their future. These 
commitments were written on paper footprints and displayed on the wall as they came forward for communion. The 
student’s behaviour was superb showing that they were able to stomp, sing and make noise when appropriate, but 
also quieten down and sit in silence as they reverently received communion. The workshops were led by Dave 
Waters from Ely Diocese who guided students around the ‘Breathe’ labyrinth 
(http://www.ely.anglican.org/education/youth/Breathe.html) and Cambridge Youth For Christ who led 2 workshops 
on friendship issues. Ann Pittaway led a very successful workshop about the rosary. In the Chaplaincy Centre our 
Ridley placement student Sue Butler  and the chaplain led a creative prayer workshop in which students were 
encouraged to use craft materials, ICT, nature, drawing, sculpting and more as a focus for their prayers. 
 
Centenary Mass at Norwich 
It was a great privilege to take Olivia Cherry Chapman and Harry Chalklin both of Yr 9 to the special Mass at the 
Cathedral of St John the Baptist in Norwich. We were pleased to be given excellent seats behind the Anglican 
Bishops and had a great view of the whole mass. The flower festival filled the church with the most wonderful and 
creative displays including angels and doves flying from the neo-gothic arches! The new Narthex centre is now 
open and is a fantastic resource with some superb panels charting the story of the Catholic Church. It was very 
good to see many people connected with St Bede’s and to hear how warmly people spoke of our school. 
 
Chaplain’s Prize 
It was great to introduce a new ‘Chaplain’s Prize for Reflecting the Distinctive Values of St Bede’s in Worship 
Attitude and Action’ at the Presentation Evening on 16th June. We were delighted to give the prize to Cornelius 
Harding for all his efforts in starting and leading the Christian Union over the last year. As we look forward to a new 
school year beginning in September I hope there will be other students who might want to take on the leadership of 
Christian Union. 
 



 
Bishop’s Blog 
I was very proud to discover that our Chaplaincy Room got such a flattering mention of Bishop David’s blog: 
 

 

St Bede’s School Chaplaincy  

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Confirmations 
Congratulations to the following students who had their Confirmation at OLEM with Bishop Michael Evans on the 
28th June 2010: 
 

·  Joe Leneghan 
·  Connor Leneghan 
·  Ella Williams 
·  Giovanni D’Ambrosio 
·  Jacob Coward 
·  Antonia Minervino 
·  Christian Turvill 

 
Wishing you all a relaxing summer holiday.  
 
Mr R Wilkin 
Headteacher 
 
 

If there is a matter you would like to bring to the attention of the Senior Management Team, please use the reply 
slip below: 

� ................................................................................................................................................................................... 
 
For the attention of the Senior Management Team                Year Group of Student………………………….
  
Parental feedback: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
………………………………………………….…………………………………………………………………………………… 
Please return to the school reception  
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TERM DATES 2010 – 2011 
 
Autumn Term 2010 
 

 

Teacher Training Day (SCHOOL CLOSED): ……… 1st September 2010  

Autumn Term Opens: …………………………………. 2nd September 2010 

Teacher Training Day (SCHOOL CLOSED): ……… 22nd October 2010  

Half Term: (SCHOOL CLOSED) ……………………. 25th – 29th October 2010 

Autumn Term Closes: ………………………………… 16th December 2010 

Christmas Holiday: (SCHOOL CLOSED):  …………. 17th December 2010 – 3rd Jan 2011 

 
Spring Term 2011 
 

 

Teacher Training Day (SCHOOL CLOSED): ……….4th January 2011  

Spring Term Opens: ………………………………… 5th January 2011 

Half Term (SCHOOL CLOSED): ……………………. 21st – 25th February 2011 

Spring Term Closes: …………………………………. 8th April 2011 

Easter Holiday (SCHOOL CLOSED): ………………  9th April – 25th April 2010 

 
Summer Term 2011 
 

 

Summer Term Opens: ……………………………….. 26th April 2011 

May Day Bank Holiday (SCHOOL CLOSED): …….. 2nd May 2011 

Half Term (SCHOOL CLOSED): ……………………. 30th May – 3rd June 2011 

Summer Term Closes: ……………………………….. 21st July 2011 

Summer Holiday (SCHOOL CLOSED): ……………. 22nd July – 4th September 2011 

Teacher Training Day (SCHOOL CLOSED):………. 5th September 2011  

Autumn Term Opens: ………………………………… 6th September 2011  

Half Term (SCHOOL CLOSED): ……………………. 24th – 28th October 2011 

Autumn Term Closes: ………………………………… 16th December 2011 

Christmas Holidays (SCHOOL CLOSED):…………. 17th December – 2nd January 2012 

 
Spring Term 2012 
 

 

Teacher Training Day: ………………………………. 3rd January 2012  

Spring Term Opens: ………………………………..... 4th January 2012 

Half Term (SCHOOL CLOSED): …………..……….. 13th – 17th February 2012 

Spring Term Closes: …………………………………. 30th March 2012 

Easter Holidays (SCHOOL CLOSED)………………. 31st March – 15th April 2010 

 
Summer Term 2012 
 

 

Summer Term Opens: ……………………………….. 16th April 2012 

May Day Bank Holiday (SCHOOL CLOSED): …….. 7th May 2012 

Half Term (SCHOOL CLOSED): ……………………. 4th – 8th June 2012 

Summer Term Closes: ……………………………….. 23rd July 2012 

 

 

TERM DATES  


